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Clear Admit School Snapshot: Haas School of Business

Haas School of Business is one of 14 schools and colleges at 
the University of California, Berkeley and is located on the 
eastern side of Berkeley’s campus.  In addition to its full-time 
MBA program, Haas offers an Executive MBA program and an 
Evening and Weekend MBA program.  Haas’s MBA curriculum 
is centered on Berkeley Innovative Leader Development, an 
approach to business education that emphasizes experien-
tial learning and problem-solving in order to help students 
become innovative leaders.  Haas also helps students shape 
their education by offering students the chance to design 
courses in conjunction with a faculty member. 

ACADEMICS 
Faculty 
Haas employs 85 tenure-track faculty members across its 
seven academic departments.  These scholars and practi-
tioners help lead Haas’s seven research institutes and cen-
ters, and participate in six multidisciplinary programs, which 
cover topics ranging from business innovation to nonprofit 
and public leadership.  The Program in Open Innovation, for 
example, enables faculty to publish articles, create teach¬ing 
materials and lead research projects on “open innovation,” a 
more dispersed industry innovation model. 

Curriculum 
Professors at Haas make use of a variety of teaching meth-
ods, including case studies, seminars, simulations, group 
projects and guest speakers.  Haas places an emphasis on 
hands-on learning, with certain courses providing students 
the opportunity to gain consulting experience by working in 
Silicon Valley firms. 

Haas operates on a two-semester schedule, with MBA classes 
running from late August through early December and from 
mid-January through May; commencement takes place 
shortly thereafter.  For first-year students, each semester is 
further divided into two quarters.  Within the academic year, 
all students have short breaks for Thanksgiving and other 
holidays, as well as a one-month break between the fall and 
spring semesters. 

During the first year, Haas students are required to take 12 
core courses which account for roughly 25 percent of the 51 
semester units needed to graduate.  The core covers founda-
tional business principles in accounting, finance, economics, 
marketing, operations, strategy, leadership, decision-making 
and management.  Each of the required courses places an 
emphasis on team learning, with students working in small 
groups on projects and assignments.  

A core course may be waived if a student passes a waiver 
examination, and these are available for eight of the 12 core 
courses.  These examinations are akin to the course’s final 
examination and are given the week before the start of each 
semester.  All students must also fulfill an experiential learn-
ing requirement by completing at least one of over a dozen 
programs.  These include working in small teams on projects 

Haas scHool of Business

Areas of Emphasis at Haas
• Finance
• Marketing
• Strategy/Consulting
• Corporate Social Responsibility
• Energy and Clean Technology
• Entrepreneurship
• Global Management
• Health Management
• Nonprofit and Public Leadership
• Real Estate
• Technology
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for both nonprofit and for-profit organizations, as well as de-
veloping socially responsible strategies for large corporations.

MBA students may begin taking elective courses in the spring 
semester of their first year.  Haas provides a broad range 
of elective courses from which to choose, and students may 
even design their own courses together with members of the 
faculty.  The school offers specialties in seven areas of gen-
eral management fundamentals, namely accounting, busi-
ness and public policy, economic analysis and public policy, 
finance, management of organizations, marketing, and 
operations and information technology man¬agement.  Haas 
also provides students with 11 Areas of Emphasis, which are 
high-level recommendations of courses, extracurricular ac-
tivities and summer internships that stu¬dents can follow to 
prepare for entry into related careers.  

Other MBA Degree Options 
In addition to the 21-month full-time MBA program, Haas 
offers a four-year JD/MBA program with either UC Berke-
ley’s School of Law or UC Hastings College of the Law in San 
Francisco.  Also available are an MBA/MPH program with the 
UC Berkeley School of Public Health and an MBA/MA program 
in International and Area Studies with various UC Berkeley 
Schools.  Part-time options include an evening and weekend 
MBA program. 

CAMPUS LIFE 
Clubs, Conferences & Competitions 
Haas offers its students many opportunities for extracurricu-
lar involvement, including nearly 50 student organizations to 
choose from, with a wide array of professional, athletic and 
cultural groups on hand.  Many MBA students become in-
volved in Challenge for Charity events such as competitions, 
shows and auctions geared at raising money for the Special 
Olympics and other charitable organizations.  In addition, 
a large portion of MBA students volunteer their time to the 
Young Entrepreneurs at Haas program, where they act as 
mentors for underprivileged high school students. 

Approximately ten conferences are regularly hosted by Haas 
faculty and students.  These comprise both industry- and 
affiliation-related events, such as the Berkeley Finance Con-
ference and Women in Leadership Conference.  Haas also 
sponsors the Education Leadership Case Competition, the UC 
Berkeley Startup Competition and the Global Social Venture 
Competition.  Furthermore, MBA students have the oppor-
tunity to create their own competitions; recently, students 
organized the Education Leadership Case Competition and 
the Berkeley MBA Latin Business Challenge. 

Campus Spaces 
Designed by architect Charles Moore, Haas’s campus is com-
prised of three buildings—one each for classrooms, student 
services and faculty—linked together that face a main court-
yard.  Among the school’s facilities are a career center, a 
high-tech computer lab, a café and an economics and busi-
ness library.

While most Haas students choose to live off campus, a fair 

Concurrent Degrees at Haas
Full-time MBA Programs
JD/MBA
http://haas.berkeley.edu/MBA/academics/
concurrent-degrees.html 

MBA/MPH 
http://www.haas.berkeley.edu/advantage/
health/dualdegree.html

MBA/MA 
http://iastp.berkeley.edu/grad_detail/138

Enjoying this ‘snapshot’ of Berkeley Haas? Read 
our full report and become an expert on their MBA 

program overnight! Download the Clear Admit 
Berkeley Haas School Guide here.
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OFFERINGS

Experiential Learning Courses
• Haas@Work
• Social Sector Solutions
• International Business Development
• Clean Tech to Market
• Corporate Sustainability
• Managing New Product Development
• Real Estate Investment Analysis
• The Haas Investment Fund
• The Haas Socially Responsible Invest-

ment Fund
• Advertising Strategy

http://www.clearadmit.com/products/school-guides/haas-school-of-business-3/
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admissions team that has helped applicants get into the 
most selective MBA programs around the world. Getting 
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out from the pack, yet it also requires demonstrating fit 
with each or your target MBA programs. 

Your Veritas Prep Head Consultant has insider experience at a top-tier business school, and has 
evaluated thousands of applications. 

Veritas Prep Helps You Stand Out
 √ Present your candidacy in the most compelling and memorable way possible.
 √ Showcase the traits that top MBA programs are looking for.

Veritas Prep Helps You Demonstrate Fit
 √ Ensure that your applications are perfectly tailored to each school.
 √ Prove to the MBA admissions committee that you understand their school’s     

 culture and explain why you’ll be a good fit.
Multiple Ways to Work with Veritas Prep

 √ With a School Package, you aren’t paying for hours—they’ll work with you until each of   
 your applications is completed. 

 √ Choose among hourly consulting packages, Essay Excellence Service and Mock    
 Interview services, too. 

Sign up for a free consultation
and a complete assessment of your MBA candidacy! 

Fill out our online form at 
www.clearadmit.com/services/free-consultation/.

Can’t wait? Talk to an admissions expert directly at 310.295.2098!

www.clearadmit.com/services/free-consultation/
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Sign up for a free consultation
and a complete assessment of your MBA candidacy! 

Fill out our online form at 
www.clearadmit.com/services/free-consultation/.

Can’t wait? Talk to an admissions expert directly at 310.295.2098!

Get in touch with Haas
	Full-Time MBA Admissions
 Haas School of Business
 University of California, Berkeley
 545 Student Services Building #1900  
 Berkeley, CA 94720-1900

	510-642-1405 
	510-643-6659
	mbaadm@haas.berkeley.edu
 www.haas.berkeley.edu

number of students take advantage of Haas’s on-campus 
housing options.  These include university residence halls as 
well as several apartment complexes devoted to housing UC 
Berkeley graduate students.  The university also provides a 
housing service called Cal Rentals, through which students 
can receive counseling about their housing options.  Students 
who wish to live off campus can refer to Cal Rentals for a list-
ing of off-campus rental opportunities. 

POST-MBA 
Career Services 
The Haas Career Management Group provides extensive 
support for MBA students by hosting on-campus interviews, 
corporate presentations and electronic job postings through 
CareerNet.  The Career Management Group also offers stu-
dents informal ways to meet employers year-round through 
career panels, alumni mixers, industry firm nights, job fairs 
and corporate visits.  In addition, individual career advisors 
are available to aid students in developing their job search 
skills and tackling the recruiting process.  Full-time recruiting 
for second-year students takes places in the fall and spring 
semesters, and internship recruiting for first-year students 
occurs in the spring. 

Career Statistics 
The mean base annual salary of 2014 Haas graduates was 
just above $121,816, with an average signing bonus of about 
$26,865.  Twenty-seven percent of the Class of 2014 went on 
to work in consulting positions, with marketing as the second 
most popular function at 26%.  Meanwhile, 16% of Haas’s 
2014 graduates accepted positions in business development/
strategy, 13% opted for finance roles, and 9% of students 
entered general management. 

Forty-three percent of students in the Class of 2014 found 
jobs in the technology industry after graduating.  This is 
not surprising given that the top recruiters in 2014 included 
technology firms such as Google, Apple, Autodesk, SolarCity, 
and Zynga.  The next most chosen industry was consulting, 
at nearly 27% of the class, and 11.5% of students accepted 
positions in financial services.  Large numbers of students 
also went into consumer products, energy, pharma/biotech/
healthcare and real estate.  Four percent of students entered 
the energy industry and another 3.8% went into pharma/bio-
tech/healthcare.  The remainder of the class secured employ-
ment in nonprofits and social enterprises, media/entertain-
ment and government. 

ADMISSIONS 
The Class Profile 
Admission to Haas is competitive, with the school receiv-
ing 3,550 applications and enrolling 241 students in 2014.  
The middle 80% of first-year Haas students scored between 
680 and 750 on the GMAT, and the average GMAT score for 
the class was 717.  The average undergraduate GPA for the 
group was 3.62, with the middle 80% having no lower than a 
3.36 GPA. 

While 67% of the Class of 2016 studied business, econom-

Post-MBA Industry Placement

GMAT  
80% Range

Average 
GPA

Median Years of 
Work Experience

680-750 3.62 5

Curious about your chances at Haas?
Contact Veritas Prep for a free assessment!

+1-310-295-2098 
clearadmit.com/services/free-consultation

www.clearadmit.com/services/free-consultation/
http://www.clearadmit.com/services/free-consultation
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ics or engineering as undergraduates, just under a fifth of 
the class majored in the social sciences and humanities, 
and about 8% majored in the natural and computer sci-
ences.  The median age of first-year students at the time of 
matriculation was 28, and the group had a median of five 
years of work experience.  Forty-three percent of first-year 
MBA candidates are international, with the group represent-
ing 38 countries, and women make up 43% of the Class of 
2016.  Finally, 41% of first-year students identify as mem-
bers of a U.S. minority group, which comprises students of 
African American, Hispanic American, Native Hawaiian/Pacific 
Island¬er, Asian American and East Indian/Pakistani heri-
tage. 

Application Procedures 
Applicants can elect to apply to Haas during one of three ad-
missions rounds, which usually occur in October, January and 
March.  Haas requires applicants to submit their completed 
online application along with a résumé, GMAT and TOEFL 
or IELTS scores from students who received degrees from 
countries whose official language is not English, transcripts 
from all collegiate and post-collegiate academic institutions 
attended, and two professional letters of recommendation.  
Interviews are conducted on an invitation-only basis and are 
required for admission to the MBA program. 

FINANCING 
The tuition and fees for the 2015-2016 academic year is 
$57,495.50 for California residents and $59,556.50 for non-
residents.  However, Haas estimates that with additional ex-
penses such as living expenses and textbooks, students will 
pay up to $82,981.50 as residents or $85,042.50 as non-res-
idents in that time.  Haas offers both merit- and need-based 
scholarships to help students with the program’s cost.  While 
some merit-based scholarships are awarded to applicants at 
the time of admission, others require the completion of sepa-
rate applications.  Both two-year and one-year scholarships 
are available, and Haas requires that the recipients of two-
year grants maintain at least a 3.0 GPA throughout business 
school.  Students also have an array of loan options at their 
disposal, including federal loan offerings for U.S. citizens 
and permanent residents.  In addition, students can apply 
for lines of credit with the Eli Lilly Credit Union; these credit 
lines do not require credit history or a U.S. cosigner, which is 
particularly useful for international students.

Program Tuition  
UC Supplemental Tuition 
 CA Resident $40,476 
 Non-Resident $30,292 
CA Non-Resident Tuition  
 CA Resident  N/A 
 Non-Resident $12,245 
Health Insurance  $3,754 
University Fees $12,192 
UC Berkeley Fees $1,073.50 
Living Expenses $24,324 
Books & Supplies $1,162

Total  
 CA Resident $82,981.50 
 Non-Resident $85,042.50

Application Checklist
   
 Online Application

 $200 Application Fee

 Current Résumé

 Essays

 Two Recommendations

 University Transcripts 

 GMAT or GRE Score Report

 TOEFL or IELTS Exam

 Interview

Undergraduate Majors
Other

Business 

Economics

Engineering/ 
Comp. Sciences

Social 
Sciences/ 
Humanites
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